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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR 
450 110th Ave NE., P.O. BOX 90012 
BELLEVUE, WA 98009-9012 

 

 

 

 OPTIONAL DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE (DNS) NOTICE MATERIALS 

 

 
The attached materials are being sent to you pursuant to the requirements for the Optional DNS 

Process (WAC 197-11-355).  A DNS on the attached proposal is likely.  This may be the only 

opportunity to comment on environmental impacts of the proposal.  Mitigation measures from standard 

codes will apply.  Project review may require mitigation regardless of whether an EIS is prepared.   A 

copy of the subsequent threshold determination for this proposal may be obtained upon request. 

File No.       

 
Project Name/Address:      

    
Planner:          

   
Phone Number:         

 

Minimum Comment Period:       

 
Materials included in this Notice: 
 

 Blue Bulletin 

 Checklist 

 Vicinity Map 

Plans 

Other:        

 
OTHERS TO RECEIVE THIS DOCUMENT:  

 State Department of Fish and Wildlife / Sterwart.Reinbold@dfw.gov; Christa.Heller@dfw.wa.gov;  
 State Department of Ecology, Shoreline Planner N.W. Region / Jobu461@ecy.wa.gov; sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov   
 Army Corps of Engineers Susan.M.Powell@nws02.usace.army.mil  
 Attorney General  ecyolyef@atg.wa.gov  

 Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Karen.Walter@muckleshoot.nsn.us; Fisheries.fileroom@muckleshoot.nsn.us
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map is accurate or complete. This data is provided on an "as is" basis 
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The 100-year floodplain of the West Tributary extends into the backyard, not yet determined if imported soil or rockery is within floodplain
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To:  City of Bellevue 
cc:  Yun Li,  

From:  Kerrie McArthur 
   

Date:   June 18, 2018 

Re:      Pre-Development Services Application Project Narrative 

 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 
The owners of 624 129th Place NE, Bellevue (tax parcel 1159400050) received a “Request for 
Voluntary Compliance” from the City of Bellevue on June 7, 2018. The request was issued due 
to work without permits within a critical area setback of a fish-bearing stream (i.e., work within 
the stream buffer of West Tributary of Kelsey Creek). The request indicated that work included 
clearing and hand grading of over 1,000 square feet and the construction of stairs and retaining 
walls. 

The owners are proposing improvements to their backyard landscaping. The project would 
replace a rotting timber staircase and 2-foot tall retaining wall with landscaping bricks. The 
project also includes two additional retaining walls to stabilize steep slopes in the backyard. If 
allowed, the project would add a footbridge over the stream to provide access to the other side 
of the property without having to wade across the stream. 

Conditions Prior to Unpermitted Activities 
Prior to the issuance of the request for voluntary compliance, the backyard consisted of lawn, 
weedy herbaceous species, a single mature big leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), a rotting timber 
staircase, and a small, rotting, timber retaining wall that ran the length of the house, just under 
the deck (Figures 1, 2, and 3). The small retaining wall appeared to be inadequate for retaining 
the steep slope behind the wall. The backyard had a terraced shape, in that there was a steep 
slope that the staircase allowed access down, to a flatter but still sloped terrace. A second steep 
slope is located approximately halfway between the house and stream. No staircase existed on 
this steep slope, making access down the slope a safety hazard. A second terrace is located at 
the base of this steep slope that eventually slopes to the creek. 



City of Bellevue 
June 18, 2018 
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              Figure 1. Backyard Plan View Prior to Replacement of Stairs and Retaining Wall 
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Figure 2. Backyard Prior to Replacement of Stairs and Retaining Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Backyard Prior to Replacement of Stairs and Retaining Wall 
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Current Conditions 
Phase I of the project involved removing the rotting timber stairs and retaining wall and 
replacing these features with landscaping bricks (Figures 4, 5, and 6). The project also includes 
installing a second staircase down the steep slope located in the center of the backyard and to 
stabilize the slope with a second 4-foot tall retaining wall. A third small retaining wall is 
installed closer to the ordinary high water mark of the creek. No works have been done within 
the stream channel. 

Phase II of the project, which has not occurred yet, would involve constructing a footbridge 
over the stream to allow access to the other side of the property without crossing in the stream 
channel. Bridge footings would be placed landward of the ordinary high water mark. The 
proposed footbridge has not been designed, as the applicant would like to receive additional 
guidance on requirements to construct the bridge. 

The project did not disturb mature trees or shrubs. Disturbed lawn and herbaceous weeds will 
be replaced with lawn to complete the project. 
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                Figure 4. Backyard Plan View After Replacement of Stairs and Retaining Wall 
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Figure 5. Landscape Brick Stairs and Retaining Walls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6. Landscape Brick Stairs and Retaining Walls  
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